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In recognition of the accomplishments of the National Virtual Biotechnology Laboratory (NVBL) Team, which 
harnessed and mobilized the formidable scientific facility and research capabilities of the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) National Laboratories to meet the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Under the 
leadership of the NVBL Executive Leadership Team—comprised of both senior DOE and laboratory 
officials—DOE’s 17 National Laboratories achieved an unprecedented level of coordination, operating as a unified 
entity, with a single “front door” for facility access and research. This ensured projects were efficiently selected, 
optimally prioritized, and systematically reviewed for quality, and the full capabilities of the National Laboratory 
complex were brought to bear on the crisis. As a result of the establishment of the NVBL, Congress provided nearly 
$100 million in support under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act to the Department’s Office 
of Science and the National Nuclear Security Administration. Harnessing the National Laboratories’ world-leading 
supercomputers, x-ray light and neutron sources, nanoscience research centers, and advanced genomics and 
biology facilities, NVBL enabled major advances in characterizing COVID-19 to aid in drug and vaccine 
development, screening of candidate drugs, expanding epidemiological understanding of disease spread, 
facilitating the manufacture of vitally needed personal protective and other equipment, and rating and improving 
testing methods, among many other advancements.

For their contributions to the Department of Energy and the Nation, the National Virtual Biotechnology 
Laboratory Team is awarded the Secretary of Energy’s Achievement Award.
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